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The Abolitionists
History records that slavery was practiced in the colonies of America in the 17th and 18th centuries[footnoteRef:1]. The African slaves were used in building of the new American nation into a great economy by provision of labor for production of lucrative crops like cotton and tobacco[footnoteRef:2]. Around the mid-19th century, there emerged slavery abolition movement which triggered a widespread debate on slavery that escalated into a bloody civil war that tore the nation apart[footnoteRef:3]. Victory of the war led to freeing of slaves whose number had grown to millions[footnoteRef:4]. American history continued to be largely influenced by the slavery legacy right back from the era of reconstruction to the civil rights movement which was achieved a century after emancipation[footnoteRef:5]. The Abolitionists refers to the small minority of Americans who championed for the immediate emancipation of slaves and equal rights African-Americans[footnoteRef:6]. Majority of these abolitionists came from the cities and factory towns situated in the Northeast and Northwest. Others hailed from the upper south. They included former slaveholders and successful businessmen[footnoteRef:7]. This paper is an analysis of the arguments of the abolitionists with an aim of establishing whose arguments would be receptive by northerners, southerners and whose arguments would least be receptive by northerners. The abolitionist that the essay shall refer to include Benjamin Lay, Olaudah Equiano, Anthony Benezet, Elizabeth Freeman, Benjamin Rush and Moses Brown. [1:  Mintz, Steven. Moralists and Modernizers: America’s Pre-Civil War Reformers. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press. 1995,) 35.
]  [2:  DuBois, Ellen Carol, and Lynn Dumenil. Through Women’s Eyes: An American History with Documents. (Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s Press. 2005,) 216.
]  [3:  Ibid, 220]  [4:  Ibid 221]  [5:  Rorabaugh, W. J. The Alcoholic Republic, an American Tradition. (New York: Oxford University Press. 1979,) 65.
]  [6:  Mintz, Steven. Moralists and Modernizers: America’s Pre-Civil War Reformers.]  [7:  Ibid] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Benjamin Lay was abolitionist whose work was recorded in the 18th century. He was a dwarf Quaker who developed hatred for slavery when he was working as a merchant in the 1720s in sugar plantations in Barbados[footnoteRef:8]. When he shifted to Philadelphia, he set up a crusade aimed at convincing his fellow Quakers that slavery was a norm that was inconsistent with their faith[footnoteRef:9]. He implemented his cause by interrupting gatherings to teach on abolitionism and stopped eating food or wearing clothes that were produced by slave labor[footnoteRef:10]. His efforts bore fruits when the Quaker institution passed a law of excluding slaveholders in their business meetings[footnoteRef:11]. Equiano, born in 1745 in the current Nigeria was kidnapped and sold into slavery where he endured sufferings of slavery including laboring under the British royal navy officer as a servant during voyages between North America and British[footnoteRef:12]. He later purchased his freedom in 1766 and moved to England and started the work of abolitionist activism[footnoteRef:13]. His activism was implemented through editorials in newspapers, setting up a group of black Londoners and petitioning the crown to act against slavery. Anthony Benezet, was a school teacher in Philadelphia and is said to have been toe founder of the trans-Atlantic abolitionist movement. He published numerous tracts that spread the anti-slavery message and advocate for the emancipation of slaves. He influenced passing of the law that abolished slavery in Pennsylvania[footnoteRef:14]. Elizabeth Freeman was a Massachusetts slave who during the American Revolution in 1781 approached an abolitionist lawyer Theodore Sedgwick asking him to assist her sue for her freedom[footnoteRef:15]. She was the first slave to win a case of according her freedom and this became a greatly influential precedent. She also started working as a paid servant for the lawyer. [8:  Mayer, Henry. All On Fire: William Lloyd Garrison and the Abolition of Slavery. (New York: Bedford/ St. Martin’s Press. 1998,) 34.
]  [9:  DuBois, Ellen Carol, and Lynn Dumenil. Through Women’s Eyes: An American History with Documents.]  [10:  Ibid ]  [11:  Ibid]  [12:  DuBois, Ellen Carol, and Lynn Dumenil. Through Women’s Eyes: An American History with Documents.]  [13:  Rorabaugh, W. J. The Alcoholic Republic, an American Tradition. (New York: Oxford University Press. 1979, ) 33
]  [14:  Ibid, 41]  [15:  Ibid, 46] 

Lay’s argument for anti-slavery was not receptive in northern America[footnoteRef:16]. The reason behind this is that most of the people in his community who practiced the norm were wealthy Quaker slave-owners[footnoteRef:17]. His being principled nature caused him to be fearless and tell the authorities to their face that slavery was evil. This led him to being punished[footnoteRef:18]. The northerners were afraid of doing away with slavery since the slaves were the major source of labor in their cotton plantations. The Quaker teacher Benezet contents that Africans are not in any way inferior people[footnoteRef:19]. He supported his argument for equality of all races by citing that his 20 years teaching experience had proved that African (Black) pupils had the same capacity of performing like the rest.  [16:  DuBois, Ellen Carol, and Lynn Dumenil. Through Women’s Eyes: An American History with Documents.
]  [17: Rorabaugh, W. J. The Alcoholic Republic, an American Tradition.  ]  [18:  Mayer, Henry. All On Fire: William Lloyd Garrison and the Abolition of Slavery.]  [19:  Ibid] 

The southern whites vehemently resisted the message of abolition[footnoteRef:20]. They viewed the abolitionists of the north as a great threat to their way of life[footnoteRef:21]. The powerful Southern slaveholders had created lives that were comfortable for themselves and therefore opposed any efforts that would threaten theory positions and wealth[footnoteRef:22]. The poor white in the South also had the urge to keep slaves as a result of the ongoing intense racism[footnoteRef:23]. To the Southerners, continued slavery was an assurances that the slaves would never take up possession of the lowest rung in the Southern society.  Another important reason for hating abolition talk in the south was based on the fact that such talk had a high probability of sparking a slave rebellion that would be bloody.  [20:  Ibid]  [21:  Ibid]  [22:  DuBois, Ellen Carol, and Lynn Dumenil. Through Women’s Eyes: An American History with Documents.
]  [23:  Ibid] 

Benezet’s argument that slaves had the same capacity as that of the whites would be more receptive in the south since the southerners needed the expertise of the slaves in production and development of their economy. As such, they would find the information important in furthering their cause especially if they approved of the same. To a significant extent, an achievement of anti-slavery advocacy was achieved in the north when most citizens after receiving a lot of religious conviction to fight against slavery bought the idea. This is what saw to the gradual incorporation of laws that prohibited slavery in this region. As such, to some little extent the abolitionist message would be received in the north.
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